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ast week,
I received
a call from
my sister
Marisa who was in
§ lloilo for a mission:
to check out Chame-
leon, a child abuse
center in Passi City,
lloilo. She had a
lump in her throat
and was rendered
. speechless at the
By MAYENNE sight of 50 sexually
CARMONA abused children, five
to 18 years old. She
assed the phone to Ivana Tosic who
Ips the French founder, Laurence Li-
gier, run the center. I learned more about
Chameleon’s mission by talking to Ivana
who also gave me some literature to edu-
cate me on the many kinds of child abuse,
but specifically sexual abuse.
Afterwards, my sister told me, “I had
to compose myself when I saw a five-
year-old who was raped by her father.
The children looked helpless, but I saw a
glimmer of hope in their eyes! They felt
secure being at Chameleon, away from
their predators!”
There are many kinds of child abuse.
While physical abuse is shocking because
of the marks it leaves, other kinds of
abuse that are not obvious, such as emo-
tional abuse, neglect, and sexual abuse,
leave deep-lasting scars. But regardless
of the type of child abuse, the result is
‘serious emotional harm. Emotional scar-

s long-lasting effects throughout
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self, ability to have healthy relationships and ability to function
at home, at work and at school.

Chameleon deals mostly with child sexual abuse, which is
the most complicated form of abuse because of its layvers of
guilt and shame. 3

While stories of sexual predators are constantly in the news,
what disgusts me to the core of my being is the fact that the
abusers are usually someone the child knows and should be able
to trust — a father, a brother, an uncle, a stepfather, a neighbor,
Young boys are also sexually abused, although they are lefi
unreported due to shame and stigma. Sexually abused children
are tormented by shame and guilt and oftentimes, they are made
to feel responsible for the abuse or somehow made to think
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it upon themselves,
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lac Homes OJudge an art contest in Mari-
young l-ﬂ; acenter in Alabang forabu ﬂllzri
WD 'l.fac. 2 An1l-year-old pregnant girl,
tn.‘.nri.*.'arl:l.-p"HEd oy wistepmines Aoyt
ing toth ; 1:1EI‘ artwork. After listen-
ﬁfi-‘r\'ﬂrkﬂl: ild’s sad interpretation of her
o tratd delved into her ca se and
ound out that the child’s mother sided
:“'”h her rapist husband and claimed that
ner daughter was to blame for seducing
T ]m“]f-"'ﬂ“d-' This young girl is now
traumatized not only by the rape but by
the scorm her mother shows her by siding
with her rapist!

The shame of sexual abuse makes it
very difficult for children to come for-
ward, so if a child confides in you, don't
turn a blind eve and take her seriously.
Bring her to a center that will take care of
her and nurture her.

Chameleon was founded by Laurence
Ligier, who came to the Philippines as a
missionary with the Associate Missionary

if the Assumption. She was assigned in
Barrio Obrero, Aklan for six months in
the squatters area and lived among the

squatier residents. “Twas able to discover

that there were many things the people
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